
  



Schedule: 

Week Book Date 
1 Joel September 13 – 19 
2 Amos September 20 – 26 
3 Obadiah September 27 – October 3 
4 Jonah October 4 – 10 
5 Micah October 11 – 17* Thanksgiving on Oct. 12 
6 Nahum October 18 – 24 
7 Habakkuk October 25 – 31 
8 Zephaniah November 1 – 7 
9 Haggai November 8 – 14 

This is a rough schedule for group leaders to adjust dates as 
needed. Please try and complete week 9 by the end of 
November.  
Note: The following Suggested Reading Guides attempt to provide you with an overall ‘highlight reel’. The 
readings should not take more than 20 minutes each day. Before you start, invite God to speak into your 
life through His word as you read. You are always free to read more and are not required to read the 
suggested reading to take part in group discussion. The video clips each week will give a good overview 
of the book to help everyone understand its part in God’s story. To watch the videos at any point, go to 
YouTube and search “Bible Project *Name of Book of the Bible*”. 

  



Small Group Bible Project Companion Guide1 

Week 1 – Joel 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Joel 1     Day 2 – Joel 2    Day 3 – Joel 3 
Day 4 – Reread or other Scripture  Day 5 –     Day 6 –  
Day 7 –  
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Joel uses a devastating locust plague as a picture of the coming “Day of the LORD.” He calls God’s 
people to genuine repentance and promises that God will restore what has been lost and pour out His 
Spirit on all people. 
 
Key Themes 

• The Day of the LORD  
• True repentance  
• God’s mercy and compassion  
• Restoration after judgment  
• The outpouring of God’s Spirit  

 
 
 

Key Passages 
• Joel 1:1–20 - The locust devastation and a 

call to recognize God’s warning  
• Joel 2:12–17 - God’s call for wholehearted 

repentance  
• Joel 2:18–32 - God’s promise of restoration 

and the pouring out of His Spirit  
• Joel 3:1–21 - The final Day of the LORD and 

God’s victory
 

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Read Joel 2:11 

a. Joel uses a devastating locust plague as both a real event and a picture of God’s coming 
judgment. Why do you think God sometimes uses difficult circumstances to reveal deeper 
spiritual truths? 

3. Read Joel 2:12–13 
a. What is the difference between outward religious actions and genuine repentance? How 

can we recognize the difference in our own lives? 
4. Joel describes God as “gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.” How does this picture of God affect the way we approach Him after we have failed or drifted 
away? Has there been a time when you wanted to avoid God? Why? 

5. Read Joel 2:25–27 
a. What does God’s promise of restoration mean? How should we understand restoration 

when God does not always restore things exactly as they were? 
6. Read Joel 2:28–29 and Acts 2:14–17 

a. Why is the promise that God’s Spirit would be poured out on “all people” significant? What 
does this reveal about God’s desire/plan for people? 

7. Joel points us toward Jesus through themes of judgment, forgiveness, and restoration. How do you 
see Jesus fulfilling the message of Joel? 

8. Joel calls God’s people to return to Him wholeheartedly. Is there an area of your life where God 
may be inviting you to deeper repentance, trust, or dependence on Him? 
  

 
1 *All summary artwork come from Bible Project’s resources. 



 

  



Week 2 – Amos 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Amos 1 & 2    Day 2 – Amos 3 & 4  Day 3 – Amos 5 
Day 4 – Amos 6    Day 5 – Amos 7  Day 6 – Amos 8 
Day 7 – Amos 9 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Amos announces God’s judgment against Israel because they have become wealthy and religious while 
neglecting justice and the poor. Through Amos, God calls His people back to covenant faithfulness, 
showing that true worship must be reflected in a life of righteousness and justice. 
 
Key Themes 

• God’s justice and righteousness  
• The danger of religious hypocrisy  
• Care for the poor and vulnerable  
• The consequences of ignoring God’s 

covenant  
• True worship expressed through obedient 

living  
• God’s judgment and ultimate restoration  

 
 

Key Passages 
• Amos 1:1–2:16 - God’s judgment against the 

nations and Israel  
• Amos 3:1–8 - God’s relationship with His 

people and the prophet’s calling  
• Amos 5:4–24 - A call to seek God and let 

justice flow  
• Amos 7:7–17 - Amos’ visions and his 

confrontation with religious leaders  
• Amos 9:11–15 - God’s promise of restoration  

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Amos spoke to a nation that was prosperous, religious, and outwardly successful, yet deeply 

corrupt. Why do you think it is possible for a people or a person to appear spiritually healthy while 
being far from God’s heart? 

3. Read Amos 5:21–24 
a. Why does God reject Israel’s worship? What does this teach us about the connection 

between worship and how we treat others? 
4. Amos repeatedly speaks about the poor being oppressed and exploited (see Amos 2:6–7 and 

Amos 8:4–6). Why do you think God places such importance on how we treat vulnerable people? 
What are some ways Christians today can reflect God’s concern for justice? 

5. Amos says, “Seek me and live” (Amos 5:4). What does it mean to truly seek God? How is seeking 
God different from simply practicing religious activities? 

6. Read Amos 7:10–17 
a. Amos had the difficult task of speaking truth to people who did not want to hear it. What 

challenges come with faithfully speaking God’s truth? How can we balance courage with 
humility when addressing difficult issues? 

7. Amos contains strong warnings of judgment, but it ends with a promise of restoration (Amos 9:11–
15). Why is it important that God’s judgment is not the final word? How do we see this pattern 
fulfilled through Jesus? 

8. Amos challenges us to consider whether our faith is only something we practice, or something 
that transforms how we live. What is one area where God may be calling you to greater 
faithfulness, justice, compassion, or obedience? 

  



  



 

Week 3 – Obadiah 
Suggested Reading Guide: 

Day 1 – Obadiah    Day 2 –     Day 3 –  
Day 4 –     Day 5 –     Day 6 –  
Day 7 – 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Obadiah announces God’s judgment against Edom because of its pride, violence, and betrayal of Judah. 
The book shows that God opposes human arrogance, holds nations accountable for their actions, and 
promises that His kingdom will ultimately triumph. 
 
Key Themes 

• God opposes pride and arrogance  
• The consequences of violence and injustice  
• God’s judgment among the nations  
• The importance of faithfulness and 

compassion toward others  
• The Day of the LORD  
• The restoration of God’s people and the 

coming of His kingdom  

Key Passages 
• Obadiah 1-4 – God’s judgment against 

Edom’s pride  
• Obadiah 10-14 - Edom’s violence and failure 

to help Judah  
• Obadiah 15-16 - The Day of the LORD and 

God’s justice  
• Obadiah 17-21 - Restoration and the 

kingdom belonging to the LORD  
 

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Read through the entirety of Obadiah together. 
3. Obadiah’s message is directed toward Edom, a nation related to the nation of Israel through Esau, 

but one that became an enemy of Judah. Why do you think Scripture gives attention to how 
nations treat one another, especially those who should have had a connection? 

4. Read Obadiah 3–4 
a. Why is pride so dangerous spiritually? How can pride prevent us from recognizing our need 

for God? 
5. Read Obadiah 10–14 

a. Edom is judged not only for what they did, but also for standing by while Judah suffered. 
What does this teach us about the responsibility we have when we see others experiencing 
injustice or hardship? 

6. Obadiah says, “The Day of the LORD is near for all nations” (Obadiah 15). What does this reveal 
about God’s justice? Why is it both a warning and a source of hope? 

7. Edom trusted in its position, security, and strength (Obadiah 3–4), but God brought them down. 
What are some things people today may rely on for security instead of trusting God? 

8. Obadiah ends with the promise: “The kingdom will be the LORD’s.” (Obadiah 21). How does this 
point us toward Jesus and the hope of God’s ultimate kingdom? 

9. Obadiah challenges us to examine pride, justice, and how we respond to others. Where has pride 
and/or the treatment of others been a challenged in your life? 

 
  



  



 

Week 4 – Jonah 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Jonah 1    Day 2 – Jonah 2   Day 3 – Jonah 3 
Day 4 – Jonah 4    Day 5 –     Day 6 – 
Day 7 –  
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Jonah tells the story of a prophet who runs from God’s call to bring a message of repentance to Nineveh. 
Through Jonah’s journey, God reveals His compassion for all people and challenges His people to share 
His mercy even with those they consider enemies. 
 
Key Themes 

• God’s compassion and mercy toward all 
nations  

• Running from God’s calling  
• The importance of repentance  
• God’s sovereignty over creation  
• The danger of self-righteousness and 

bitterness  
• God’s desire to save rather than destroy  

Key Passages 
• Jonah 1:1–17 - Jonah runs from God and 

God pursues him  
• Jonah 2:1–10 - Jonah’s prayer and God’s 

deliverance  
• Jonah 3:1–10 - Nineveh repents and God 

shows mercy  
• Jonah 4:1–11 - Jonah struggles with God’s 

compassion
 

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Jonah ran from God because he did not want Nineveh to receive mercy (Jonah 4:2). Why do you 

think Jonah struggled with God showing compassion to his enemies? Are there people or groups 
we find difficult to believe God could love? 

3. Read Jonah 1:1–3 
a. Jonah received a clear calling from God but chose to go the opposite direction. Why do 

people sometimes resist what God is asking them to do? What are some common ways we 
“run” from God today? 

4. Throughout the story, God uses the storm, the fish, the plant, and even a pagan city to accomplish 
His purposes. What does Jonah teach us about God’s sovereignty and His ability to work through 
unexpected circumstances? 

5. Read Jonah 3:5–10 
a. What does this reveal about God’s willingness to forgive? What does genuine repentance 

look like? 
6. Read Jonah 4:1–11 

a. Jonah is more concerned about a plant dying than a city of people being saved. What does 
Jonah’s reaction reveal about his heart? Are there ways you can sometimes care more 
about your own comfort than God’s compassion for others? 

7. Jesus refers to Jonah in Matthew 12:38–41 
a. How does Jonah point us toward Jesus and the greater message of salvation? 

8. Jonah challenges us to consider whether our hearts reflect God’s heart. Is there an area you can 
identify where your heart needs work? 



  



Week 5 – Micah 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Micah 1    Day 2 – Micah 2   Day 3 – Micah 3 
Day 4 – Micah 4    Day 5 – Micah 5   Day 6 – Micah 6 
Day 7 – Micah 7 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Micah confronts both Israel and Judah for their injustice, idolatry, and corrupt leadership, warning of 
coming judgment. Yet he also proclaims God's promise to forgive, restore His people, and send a future 
King from Bethlehem whose reign will bring peace and justice. 
 
Key Themes 

• God's justice and judgment against sin  
• Corrupt leadership and false worship  
• Justice, mercy, and humble obedience  
• Hope through the coming Messiah  
• God's forgiveness and steadfast love  
• Restoration of God's people and His 

kingdom  
 
 
 
 

Key Passages 
• Micah 1:1–7 - Judgment against Samaria 

and Jerusalem  
• Micah 3:1–12 - Condemnation of corrupt 

leaders  
• Micah 4:1–5 - The future reign of the LORD 

and lasting peace  
• Micah 5:2–5 - The promised ruler from 

Bethlehem  
• Micah 6:6–8 - What the LORD requires  
• Micah 7:18–20 - God's mercy and 

forgiveness
1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Throughout Micah, God confronts leaders who abused their power and neglected justice. Why do 

you think God holds leaders to such a high standard? What responsibilities do Christians have to 
pursue justice and integrity in whatever influence God has given them? 

3. Read Micah 6:6–8 
a. Why do you think God values justice, mercy, and humility more than outward religious 

acts? What would these qualities look like in everyday life? 
4. Read Micah 5:2–5, then Matthew 2:1–6 

a. Micah foretells that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem hundreds of years before 
Jesus' birth. What does this prophecy teach us about God's faithfulness and His plan of 
salvation through Jesus? 

5. Read Micah 4:1–5 
a. How does this vision give hope in a world still marked by conflict and injustice? How 

should it shape the way Christians live today? 
6. Read Micah 7:18–20 

a. What do these verses teach us about God's character? Why is His willingness to forgive 
such an essential part of the gospel? 

7. Micah repeatedly shows that God's judgment is meant to lead His people back to Him, not simply 
to punish them. How do justice and mercy work together in God's character? How are both 
perfectly displayed in Jesus? 

8. Micah calls God's people to "act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly" with Him. Which of these do 
you find most difficult for you and what is a practical step you could take to grow in that area this 
week? 

 



  



Week 6 – Nahum 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Nahum 1    Day 2 – Nahum 2   Day 3 – Nahum 3 
Day 4 –     Day 5 –     Day 6 –  
Day 7 –  
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Nahum announces God's judgment on Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, for its violence, cruelty, and 
arrogance. While Nineveh had once repented in Jonah's day, it returned to wickedness. Nahum reminds 
God's people that the LORD is patient but just, and that He will ultimately defeat evil and bring 
deliverance to those who trust in Him. 
 
Key Themes 

• God's justice against evil  
• God's patience and righteous judgment  
• The downfall of pride and oppression  
• God as a refuge for His people  
• The certainty of God's kingdom and victory  
• Hope for those who trust in the LORD  

 

Key Passages 
• Nahum 1:2–8 - God's character: just, 

powerful, and a refuge  
• Nahum 1:12–15 - Good news of deliverance 

for Judah  
• Nahum 2:1–13 - The fall of Nineveh  
• Nahum 3:1–19 - Nineveh's guilt and final 

judgment  
 

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Read Nahum 1:2–8 

a. Nahum describes God as both a righteous judge and "a refuge in times of trouble." Why is it 
important to hold these two truths together? How does God's justice become good news 
for those who trust Him? 

3. Nineveh had repented in Jonah's day, but generations later it returned to violence and pride. What 
does this teach us about the importance of ongoing faithfulness and repentance? How can we 
guard against drifting away from God? 

4. Read Nahum 3 18-19 
a. Assyria was one of the most powerful empires in the world, yet God declared that it would 

fall. What are some things people today place their confidence in instead of God? What 
does Nahum teach us about the danger of pride and self-reliance? 

5. Read Nahum 1:15 
a. "Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news..." How does this 

promise of peace and deliverance point beyond Judah's immediate situation? How does it 
connect with the good news of Jesus (see Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15)? 

6. Nahum emphasizes that God will not allow evil and injustice to continue forever. How does this 
truth help us when we see oppression, violence, or injustice in the world today? 

7. Nahum focuses on God's judgment, yet the New Testament emphasizes God's grace through 
Christ. How do God's justice and mercy come together at the cross? Why is it important to hold 
both truths rather than emphasizing one at the expense of the other? 

8. When facing fear, injustice, or uncertainty, what does it look like to trust God as your refuge? What 
is one practical way you can live out that trust this week? 

  



  



Week 7 – Habakkuk 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Habakkuk 1    Day 2 – Habakkuk 2   Day 3 – Habakkuk 3 
Day 4 –     Day 5 –     Day 6 –  
Day 7 – 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Habakkuk wrestles with why God allows evil and injustice to flourish. Instead of giving simple answers, 
God calls Habakkuk to trust His wisdom, reminding him that the righteous live by faith. The book ends 
with Habakkuk choosing joyful trust in God, even when circumstances remain difficult. 
 
Key Themes 

• Wrestling honestly with God  
• God's justice and sovereignty  
• Living by faith  
• Trusting God's timing  
• The certainty of God's ultimate victory  
• Joy amid suffering  

 
 

Key Passages 
• Habakkuk 1:1–11 - Habakkuk's first 

complaint and God's response  
• Habakkuk 1:12–2:5 - Habakkuk's second 

complaint and God's call to faith  
• Habakkuk 2:6–20 - The five woes against 

injustice and pride  
• Habakkuk 3:16–19 - Habakkuk's prayer of 

trust and worship  
1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Read Habakkuk 1:2–4 

a. Habakkuk openly questions why God seems to tolerate evil. What does Habakkuk teach us 
about bringing our doubts, questions, and frustrations to God? Why is honest prayer an 
important part of faith? 

3. Read Habakkuk 2:2–4 
a. What do you think it means to "live by faith"? How is faith different from simply 

understanding or agreeing with God's plans? 
4. Habakkuk struggled because God's answer was unexpected. He would use Babylon, an even 

more wicked nation, to discipline Judah. Have you ever struggled to understand what God was 
doing in your life? How can we continue trusting Him when His ways don't make sense to us? 

5. Read Habakkuk 2:18–20 
a. God contrasts lifeless idols with the living LORD. What are some modern-day idols that 

people trust instead of God? How can we recognize and resist them in our own lives? 
6. Read Habakkuk 3:17–19 

a. How was Habakkuk able to choose joy before his circumstances changed? What does this 
teach us about biblical hope? 

7. The New Testament quotes Habakkuk 2:4 several times (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 
10:38). How do Jesus and the Holy Spirit fulfill Habakkuk's call to "live by faith"? What does faith in 
Christ look like in everyday life? 

8. Habakkuk begins with questions and ends with worship. Is there an area of your life where God is 
inviting you to trust Him more deeply, even without having all the answers?  



  



Week 8 – Zephaniah 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Zephaniah 1    Day 2 – Zephaniah 2   Day 3 – Zephaniah 3 
Day 4 –     Day 5 –     Day 6 –  
Day 7 – 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Zephaniah warns that the coming Day of the LORD will bring judgment on Judah and the nations 
because of their sin and rebellion. Yet God also promises to preserve a humble remnant, restore His 
people, and rejoice over them with His love. The book calls God's people to repentance, humility, and 
hope in His coming kingdom. 
 
Key Themes 

• The Day of the LORD  
• God's judgment against sin  
• Humility and repentance  
• Hope for the faithful remnant  
• God's restoration of His people  
• Joy in God's saving love  

 

Key Passages 
• Zephaniah 1:14–18 - The Day of the LORD  
• Zephaniah 2:1–3 - A call to seek the LORD 

with humility  
• Zephaniah 3:9–13 - God purifies and 

preserves a faithful remnant  
• Zephaniah 3:14–20 - God's promise to 

restore and rejoice over His people  
 

1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Zephaniah emphasizes the Day of the LORD as both judgment and salvation. Why do you think the 

Day of the LORD is presented as both a warning and a source of hope? How does our response to 
God determine how we experience that day? 

3. Read Zephaniah 2:1–3 
a. God calls His people to seek Him with humility and righteousness. Why is humility 

essential to repentance? What does it practically look like to "seek the LORD" in our daily 
lives? 

4. Read Zephaniah 3:9–13 
a. God promises to preserve a humble and faithful remnant. Why do you think God often 

works through a faithful remnant rather than the majority? What qualities characterize 
God's people in these verses? 

5. Read Zephaniah 3:17 
a. What does this verse reveal about God's heart for His people? How does it challenge or 

encourage your view of God? 
6. Throughout Zephaniah, God confronts complacency, idolatry, and self-sufficiency. What are some 

ways Christians today can become spiritually complacent? How can we guard against drifting 
from wholehearted devotion to God? 

7. Zephaniah reminds us that God is both holy and loving-He judges sin but delights in saving His 
people. Which truth do you need to remember most today: God's call to repentance or His 
promise of restoration? How will that shape the way you live this week? 

 
  



  



Week 9 – Haggai 
Suggested Reading Guide: 
Day 1 – Haggai 1    Day 2 – Haggai 2   Day 3 –  
Day 4 –     Day 5 –    Day 6 –  
Day 7 – 
 
Bible Project Big Idea 
Haggai challenges God’s people who have returned from exile to stop prioritizing their own comfort while 
neglecting God’s house. Through Haggai, God calls His people to rebuild the temple, renew their 
commitment to Him, and trust that His presence and future kingdom are greater than their present 
circumstances. 
Key Themes 

• Putting God first  
• Spiritual priorities and misplaced desires  
• God’s presence among His people  
• Obedience and renewed commitment  
• God’s encouragement in discouragement  
• The future hope of God’s kingdom  

 
 

Key Passages 
• Haggai 1:1–15 - The call to rebuild the 

temple and examine priorities  
• Haggai 2:1–9 - Encouragement for those 

discouraged by the rebuilt temple  
• Haggai 2:10–19 - The importance of 

holiness and obedience  
• Haggai 2:20–23 - God’s promise of future 

hope through His chosen servant  
1. What stood out to you from the video? 
2. Read Haggai 1:2–6 

a. The people were focused on building their own homes while God’s temple remained 
unfinished. Why do you think people can become focused on their own comfort and 
priorities while neglecting their relationship with God? What are some signs that our 
priorities may be out of order? 

3. God tells the people: “Give careful thought to your ways.” (Haggai 1:5). Why do you think God 
calls us to examine our lives? What areas of life are worth regularly bringing before God for 
evaluation? 

4. Read Haggai 2:1–9 
a. Some people were discouraged because the new temple seemed insignificant compared 

to Solomon’s temple. Why can we become discouraged when our work for God seems 
small or unimpressive? How does God’s promise of His presence change our perspective? 

5. Haggai shows that obedience required action: the people had to actually begin rebuilding. What is 
the relationship between faith and obedience? How can we avoid having good intentions without 
taking faithful action? 

6. Read Haggai 2:10–14 
a. What does this teach us about the importance of being intentional about what influences 

our hearts and lives? How did Jesus show that He was/is much more than 
consecrated/holy meat? 

7. Haggai challenges us to consider what place God truly has in our lives. What is one practical way 
you can put God first this week and as we look towards the celebration of Jesus’ birth? 

  



 


